
Online Learning Readiness Assessment 
 

Welcome to the world of online and blended learning at St. Andrew’s College. Before you enroll in an online 
course, we’d like you to take some time to think about yourself as a learner and see whether your 
characteristics will help you be a good online learner right away, or if you will need to spend some time 
preparing yourself to learn online. 
 
Please indicate your level of agreement with these statements: Strongly Agree (2), Agree (1), or Disagree (0). 
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Self-directedness 
1.  I am good at setting goals and deadlines for myself. 
2.  I have a really good reason for taking an online course. 
3.  I finish the projects I start. 
4.  I do not quit just because things get difficult. 
5.  I can keep myself on track and on time. 

Learning preferences 
6.  I learn pretty easily. 
7.  I can learn from things I hear, like lectures or audio recordings or podcasts. 
8.  I have to read something to learn it best. 
9.  I have developed a good way to solve problems I run into. 
10. I learn best by figuring things out for myself. 
11. I like to learn in a group, but I can learn on my own, too. 
12. I am willing to email or have discussions with people I might never see. 

Study Habits 
13. I usually work in a place where I can read and work on assignments without distractions. 
14. I can ignore distractions around me when I study. 
15. I am willing to spend 10-12 hours each week on this course, including any break weeks and weeks 

after the modules end until the final assignment is due. 
16. I keep a record of what my assignments are and when they are due. 
17. I plan my work in advance so that I can turn in my assignments on time. 
18. People around me will help me study and not try to distract me. 
19. I am willing to use email and other online tools to ask my classmates and instructors questions. 

Technology Skills 
20. I am pretty good at using the computer. 
21. I am comfortable surfing the Internet. 
22. I am comfortable with things like doing searches, setting bookmarks, and downloading files. 
23. I am comfortable with things like installing software and changing configuration settings on my 

computer. 
24. I know someone who can help me if I have computer problems. 

Computer equipment capabilities 
25. My computer runs reliably on Windows 10 or on Mac OS 10.14 or higher. 
26. I have a printer. 
27. I am connected to the Internet with a fairly fast, reliable Internet connection. 
28. I have virus protection software running on my computer. 

29. I have headphones, a microphone, and a webcam to use if a class is partly or entirely by 
videoconference. 

30. My browser will play several common multimedia (video and audio) formats. 

 

Score 2 points for every Strongly Agree, 1 point for every Agree and 0 points for every Disagree. 
Total your score, and go on to the next page for feedback and recommendations. 



Scoring and Feedback 
 
0 - 10  Not ready at this time, but you can work on preparing yourself to learn online 

From your answers, it looks like your time management skills and study habits (such as keeping 
yourself on track, meeting deadlines and working independently) need to be improved before you can 
be successful in online learning.  

If you feel that you have trouble learning new information, are not comfortable with written 
communications and participation in online discussions, or are not used to solving problems on your 
own, you may reconsider your decision to take an online course, as it usually provides less support from 
the instructor than may be necessary for you.  

An online course also requires at least 10 hours a week, which you may not be ready to spend at 
this time.  

Regarding your technical readiness, you don’t appear to have many of the necessary technical 
tools to take an online course and don’t seem to be very comfortable surfing and searching the online 
resources. The complete list of hardware and software required for online learning may vary slightly by 
course.  

Overall, it looks like at this point you might be more successful in a course that meets face-to-
face, where you can have more support for your learning. You might try an online course when you have 
gained more experience with computer and study skills and time-management. Please contact your 
faculty advisor, who can direct you to places where you can improve your skills.  
 
11 - 25  If you spend some time and effort preparing and adjusting, you may find online learning works 
for you 

It looks like you might work better when external organization is imposed on you. While this 
may work just fine in a face-to-face class, an online class requires more independence in setting and 
following work goals and deadlines. In an online course you will have to pace yourself and figure out 
things on your own or with sometimes limited assistance from the instructor. As far as time 
management, you may want to develop a strategy for keeping yourself on track, such as keeping a 
written record of your tasks and allocating certain hours to work on each task.  

To become a successful online learner you may also want to improve your basic learning skills, 
such as reading, listening, writing, and problem solving. For some help, you can talk with your faculty 
advisor.  

Based on your answers about your technical readiness, it seems that you are not very 
comfortable using the computer for learning. The ability to keep your computer up-to date, search the 
Internet and download files is very important for successful online learning. To improve your basic 
computer and Internet skills, you can find resources. You also need to make sure you have all necessary 
hardware and software. For a complete list of hardware and software required for online learning, refer 
to the individual course and its minimum requirements.  

Overall, it looks like you need to improve either your technology skills or your learning skills 
before you try an online course. You may want to wait with online learning till you have gained more 
experience with studying and time management. Please contact your faculty advisor, who can help you 
determine which skills you need to improve.  
 
26 - 40  With some work adjusting, you should be able to succeed at online learning 

You seem to be fairly well-organized and learn fairly easily. That’s good, but you have to 
remember that learning from an online course usually requires more time and effort, because you will 
often have to pace yourself and figure out things on your own or with limited support from the 
instructor. If you want to improve your organization skills, you may consider allocating certain hours to 



work on each individual task to stay to track, to work on it the first thing each morning, and to keep a 
written record of your tasks and assignments. These strategies will help you not fall behind in the class. 

Most online courses consist mainly of written text, but a lot of them now also include 
audio/video recordings or podcasts. You will also have to communicate in writing with the instructor 
and your classmates. You may need to improve your basic learning skills, such as reading, listening, 
writing, and problem solving. For some help, you can talk with your advisor.  

Since you have reported that you are fairly good at using the computer and the Internet, you 
should have no problem interacting with the online course environment. However, you may lack some 
of the necessary technical tools. Make sure that your computer meets the online course requirements 
for the course you are considering by looking at the course syllabus or contacting the instructor. Make 
sure you have help from someone who knows computers pretty well.  

Overall, you seem to need to work on some of your learning and time management skills before 
trying an online course. If you follow the recommendations above, you should be able to be fairly 
successful in an online course.   
 
41 - 50  You seem almost ready, but may have one or two areas to work on 

You seem to be well-organized. Good organization and time management skills are very 
important for online learning, as you will have to work independently much of the time. You are 
prepared to pace yourself, figure out things on your own and communicate with people in writing. You 
generally seem to realize that taking an online course is more time consuming and requires more study 
discipline than a face-to-face class.  

If you feel that there are some areas where you may still need improvement and would like to 
learn how to be even more effective in your learning, try resources like those found at the University of 
Saskatchewan Student Learning Services at https://libguides.usask.ca/studyskills. If you run 
into technical difficulties, you can visit the Help Desk by phone 306-966-2222 or 1-800-966-4817, or at 
https://jira.usask.ca/servicedesk/customer/portal/2. 

Overall, you will probably do fairly well in an online course, with a little extra effort on your part.  
 
51 - 60  You’re ready to go! 

You seem to realize that online courses require a considerable amount of time and you are 
willing to spend it. You have a perfect studying environment with minimum distractions. You finish all 
projects you start and are persistent in reaching your goals. You seem to learn very easily, have good 
problem-solving skills and feel very comfortable using online communications and discussing course 
topics with people you have never seen. All these are very important qualities for successful online 
learning, and you seem to be fully prepared to take charge of your own learning process. The fact that 
you consistently do things in advance and keep track of all your assignments also bodes well for your 
success in online learning.  

It looks like you are a very experienced computer user, and shouldn’t have any problems 
accessing or interacting with the online course.  If you do run into difficulties, you can visit the Help Desk 
by phone 306-966-2222 or 1-800-966-4817, or at https://jira.usask.ca/servicedesk/customer/portal/2. 
 

Hopefully this survey has helped you assess what you need to do to succeed in an online 
course. Good Luck! 
 
 
This Online Learning Readiness Assessment is an adaptation of the Online Readiness Assessment by Vicki Williams 
and The Pennsylvania State University, licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 
3.0 Unported License. 
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